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Association Motto 

To promote interest and good will in the Associa-

tion, encourage good relations between members 

and the clubs they represent….  And to keep up 

with the current developments in turf and related 

work…..  

Bill Smart 

 
Patriot Hills Golf Club 
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The 2018 golf season has officially begun?  It’s my privilege to 

serve as President of this great organization that has a rich his-

tory and is welcoming and supportive of its members.  I would 

like to thank my predecessor, Dan Wilber, for doing an excel-

lent job growing the Association under his leadership. Continu-

ing the great work of our past leaders is my priority.  The 

knowledge that we share within our association is priceless!   

 

Also, I would like to welcome and thank our 3 new Board of 

Directors that are joining us in 2018 - Tim Walker, CGCS, Lee-

wood GC,  Ben Babbage, Storm King GC & Reese Wasson, 

Spook Rock GC.   Remember, without volunteers we wouldn’t 

have an association. 

As President I want to make sure that our members are in-

formed of what the HVGCSA has to offer.  One of the programs 

that was started years ago is our Scholarship.  I feel that the 

membership is not taking full advantage of this program that offers three (3) fifteen hundred dollar scholar-

ship awards to college bound kids each year (1) Bill Smart and (2) Ernie Steinhofer Scholarships.   Also, don’t 

forget about the “Big Ticket Giveaway to the GIS.”  This is a great opportunity for a Class  A or B member that 

have not yet experienced the Green Industry Show. 

I am looking forward to the next two years!  With the support of our members and vendors, I feel our associa-

tion is in a good place.  Our vendor’s support is vital to our association.  So, please patronize their businesses 

as frequently as possible.   

Most importantly, let’s not lose sight and remember what’s really important to us! Our families!!  Turn off the 

phones, IPads, games, computers, and grab that time to hug your spouse, kids, dogs, and, of course, do not 

forget to play good golf.  You can’t always afford free!   

See you at Patriot Hills - April 24th. 

Grover Alexander 

 

“THE BIG TICKET”GIS Giveaway 
 

Due by September 30, 2018 



 

SPONSORS 
 

 

A.G. Enterprises 

Staff Uniforms 

Rick Gordon 

201-488-1276  (F) 201-489-5830 

merrick160@gmail.com 

www.agenterprisesonline.com 

 

Aquatrols Corp. of America 

The World Leader in Soil Surfactants 

& Wetting Agents  

1273 Imperial Way, Paulsboro, NJ 08066 

800-257-7797 | info@aquatrols.com 

 

BASF 

We Create Chemistry 

Pete Jacobson: 919-530-9062 

peter.jacobson@basf.com 

 

Bayer U.S. 

Backed By Bayer 

Dave Sylvester   

860-841-3173 

 

Carriere Materials, LLC 

U.S. Silica Topdressing & Bunker Sands 

VFB Bunker Sands, Partac TopDressing 

Bill Carriere: 914-939-4884  

bc1000@verizon.net 

 

Coombs Sod Farm 

84 Route 77, Elmer, NJ 08318 

Kevin Coombs | John Coombs  

John Coombs, Jr. | Owen Regan 

856-358-4763 

 

Fisher and Son, Company 

Green Industry Professionals Since 1928 

Mike Weber: (C) 347-486-0480 

mweber@fisherandson.com 

 

Grass Roots Turf Products, Inc. 

Serving Turfgrass Professionals Since 1978 

www.GRIturf.com  sales@griturf.com 

Ryan Avery: 203-788-8464 

 

Harrell’s 

Growing a Better World Partner for Success 

Scott Tretera: 914-262-8638 

stretera@harrells.com 

www.harrells.com 

 

Intergolf, Inc 

Golf Course Renovation  

“Any Style Quality Assured” 

Frank O’Dowd: (C) 914-260-7821 

frank@intergolf.com 

www.intergolfdesign.com 
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 By: Kevin Collins 

Congratulations to new HVGCSA President Grover Alexander who was 
recently elected to a two-year term. His first act was to fire the Execu-
tive Committee and the Directors of our fine organization. HVGCSA 
Executive Secretary is also rumored to be on the chopping block. 
Grover commented, “I like action, not discussion. I know what’s good 
for the HVGCSA. I don’t need any help.” Recent reports have surfaced 
that Grover is in imminent danger of being impeached. Stay tuned. 

 
I don’t know about you but what is up with this insane weather? It’s 
been much worse in New England as every Nor’easter has had hurri-
cane force winds knocking down trees and power lines. I have a cottage 
that I rent in South Dartmouth on Buzzards Bay that I’m surprised it is 
still standing. There is a sign in the kitchen to remind me to latch the 
outside doors in case of high winds. Before one Nor’easter I couldn’t 
remember if I had latched one of the doors so I asked a friend to stop by 
and check. She reported back that not only was the door missing but 
the hinges and screws too!! My Weber grill landed about two streets 
away. The last time I was up there my neighbor was cooking steaks on 
it. Oy Vey!! 

  

HVGCSA Executive Secretary is still haunted by her legal woes. On her 
last trip to Ireland she had to seek sanctuary in a local church to avoid 
arrest and deportation back to US. Her troubles and alleged life of 
crime began when she started hanging out with the gypsies. Live and 
learn. If anyone needs to get in touch with Susan, please contact Our 
Lady of Perpetual Motion Parish in Galway, Ireland. 

 
Just an update on Chris Strehl’s bees at The Links. Let’s just say the 
“buzz” is that they haven’t moved a muscle since January. Replacements 
are on the way!! 

 

We’ll see you at Patriot Hills! Kevin  
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Donate a “Round” 
 

The first HVGCSA meeting of the 2018 season will be 
held at Patriot Hills Golf Club in Stony Point, NY on 
Tuesday, April 24th. Now, this is tentative since we 
might be hit with another Nor’easter. (only kidding). 

Our host superintendent, Joe 
Smyth, came to Patriot Hills in 2001 
as the grow-in super.  The course 
opened in 2003 and plays 6500 
yards and change from the champi-
onship tees.  Joe is a big fan of the 
layout.  “I love the course,” Joe re-

marked, “The greens are well contoured, it’s hilly but 
doesn’t play hilly, and the views are great.” 

To know Joe is to know that he paid his dues to get 
to where he is today.  Joe is a “blue collar” superin-
tendent.  “I started in the business working at Yacht 
End CC in Boca Raton in 1989,” Joe remembered.  “I 
moved to California and worked at two courses for 
about four years.  I left to attend Penn State and 
completed the two-year turf program.  I interned 
with Dave Mahoney at Siwanoy, worked for Bill 
Gaydosh at Round Hill as his second assistant and 
moved to Manhattan Woods and worked for Barry 
Anes when the course was being grown in.  After a 
year and a half Barry left and I became the superin-
tendent.  I was there for four years in total.” Joe also 
managed to create some balance in his life during 
this time, “I met my wife Beatrice in NYC.  We’ve 
been married for 23 years”.  And now, at the end of 
this year, the happy couple will retire to Wyoming 
where they have purchased a nice “spread” to spend 

their golden years. 

Before heading to Patriot Hills, you may want to vis-
it the sights in Stony Point.  The Stony Point Battle-
field State Historic Sight commemorates the famous 
Revolutionary War Battle when a strongly fortified 
British fort at Stony Point was stormed and captured 
by General Anthony Wayne’s American troops.  
Stony Point’s Treason House was where General 
Benedict Arnold and Major John Andre met in 1780 
to arrange for the betrayal of West Point to the Brit-
ish.  Unfortunately, the Treason House was demol-
ished and the Helen Hayes Orthopedic Hospital 
now occupies the site. 

Joe Smyth & Patriot Hills Golf  Club 
to Host the April Meeting 

By: Kevin Collins 

All proceeds goes to the  

HVGCSA  

http://www.eifg.org/research/rounds-4-research/donate-a-round/online-form
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Timothy Walker, CGCS, Leewood Golf Club 

Growing up in Reading, Pennsylvania about 45 minutes west of Philadelph-
ia, Tim spent summers working with his Stepdad at his Landscaping Busi-
ness.  His first golf course job was at Exeter Golf Course in Reading, PA.  
Graduated in 2001 from Penn State with a BS  in Turfgrass Science.  His pre-
vious superintendents positions were in the Philadelphia area, Northern NJ 
and Orange County.  He earned his Certified Golf Course Superintendents 
certificate in 2007.  When Tim is not busy with his daughter Ashley (9) and 
son Eric (7) he enjoys golfing, fishing, traveling and attending Penn State 
Football games. 

Welcome  
New Board of Directors 

Ben Babbage, GCS, Storm King Golf Club 
Ben grew up outside of Detroit, Michigan and attended Michigan State Uni-
versity.  His first position in New York was at Engineers C.C. on Long Island 
as an Assistant.  While on the Island he met his wife, Gina.  Ben has since 
had quite the tour of the Hudson Valley with various positions at Storm King 
Golf Club, Bedford Golf & Tennis Club, Wiltwyck Golf Club and finally return-
ing back to his true home at Storm King. He currently lives with his family 
near Orange Lake in Newburgh. He has two children, Carter (11) and Morgan 
(8), who keep him busy with various sports, scouts and activities. Ben is also 
a real food enthusiast, and loves to cook for family and friends. If he isn’t on 
the course, he is often hiking mountains and trails in the area.  
 

 

Reese Wasson, GCS, Spook Rock Golf Club 

Graduated from the University of Rhode Island , B.S. Turfgrass Management and 
Environmental Horitculture.  Reese started his career in the golf course business at 
the Orange County Golf Course, now West Hills Country Club. He spent 9 years on 
Long Island as a Superintendent and Asst. Supt. at The Hamlet Golf & Country Club, 
and Colonial Springs Golf Club.  An avid sports fan and enjoys golfing and fishing. 
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SPONSORS 
 

 

Metro Turf Specialists 

Proudly Celebrating 50 years in Business 

“Customers, Our Top Priority” 

Scott / Rich / Todd / Jake / Matt 

(O) 203-748– GOLF (4653) 

www.metroturfspecialists.com 

 

Noble Turf  

25 Roland Avenue 

Mount Laurel, NJ  08054 

Brian Bontemps: 845-239-7959 

Brian Gjelsvik: 973-670-7139 

 

Plant Food Company, Inc. 

The Liquid Fertilizers Experts 

Dick Neufeld: 973-945-6318 

Tom Weinert: 914-262-0111   

Dave Conrad: 914-263-3244 

 

Saratoga Sod Farm 

1670 Route 4 

Stillwater, NY 12170 

Laurie Griffen 

(O) 518-664-5038 (C) 518-265-0160 

 

Site One Landscape Supply 

Stronger Together 

Chad Mathieu: (C) 914-539-5675 

cmathieu@siteone.com 

 

Soil Solutions, LLC 

Aerification Professionals 

7 Whittemore Pl, Rye Brook, NY 10573 

Anthony & John Decicco 

(O) 914-393-0659  (F) 914-939-5010 

 

Steven Willand, Inc. 

Quality Turf Equiment 

4 Production Dr, Brookfield, CT 06804 

Scott Willand: (C) 973-886-4113 

swilland@stevenwillandinc.com 

www.switurf.com 

 

Storr Tractor Company 

3191 Highway 22 

Branchburg, NJ 08876 

Steve Bradley: 908-413-5640 

Rick Krok: 908-413-3403 

 

Synergy Turf Supply 

“Agronomic Professionals” 

Bobby Steinman: (C) 860-488-2822 

bobby7777@aol.com 

Ken Gentile: (C) 203-496-0891 

 

http://hvgcsa.org/events.html#!/APRIL-MEETING-04-24/p/88190141/category=0
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Nor’easter Ski Day Recap at Killington - By: Andy Drohen 

This year marked the largest field competing, with ten golf course 

superintendent associations from the Northeast journeying to Ver-

mont and over 100 superintendents and industry representatives, 

along with their families, coming together for a day of camaraderie, 

skiing and friendly competition on the slopes of Vermont.   

The race was held on Killington’s black diamond “Highline” course 

where the Killington Mountain Race program trains all winter long.  

After hosting the women’s World Cup again, we saw several of the 

Nor’easter Cup racers taking runs down the steep Super Star trail 

where the Olympians raced.  Let’s just say to them, “don’t quit your 

day jobs!”  Those ladies have no fear! 

If the skiing and racing did not provide enough excitement for folks, then the Après Ski party at the Wobbly Barn proved a fine 

ending to a competitive day on the slopes.  Support from our generous sponsors helped the folks at Killington provide great 

food and an open bar for a few hours after skiing.  Proving this is the place to be during the winter, Killington provided highly 

discounted ski passes for the group and affordable pricing on lodging!  Make sure to watch for dates for 2019 and join your 

associates for a great day on the slopes during the off-season!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of the race day can be viewed at:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/115230253@N04/sets/72157664643157477/ 

Team Scores - Nor’easter Cup  (Fastest 3 individual times totaled)               Time 

 

1st Vermont GCSA         1:17.75 

2nd  GCSA of New England        1:26.03 

3rd NJGCSA          1:28.00 

4th NHGCSA          1:28.05 

5th Connecticut AGCS         1:29.05 

6th RI GCSA          1:30.59 

7th Northeastern GCSA         1:31.01 

8th Long Island GCSA         1:32.00 

9th  Cape Cod          1:36.43 

10th  METGCSA          1:38.68 

 

 Team Scores - VT Cup  (Fastest 5 individual times totaled) 

 

1st Vermont GCSA         2:19:56 

2nd  Northeastern GCSA         2:37:32 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/115230253@N04/sets/72157664643157477/
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REMINDER! 

If you don’t have a USGA GHIN number. 

You can now obtain one through 

HVGCSA. There is no fee.   

Please contact our office 914-909-4843 or 

email sodowd@mgagolf.org  

Save the Dates! 

 
May Meeting 

Woodstock Golf Club 

Monday, May 14, 2018 

 

HV CUP 

Rockland Country Club 

Monday, July 9, 2018 

 

August Meeting/NYSTA Challenge 

The Links at Union Vale 

Monday, August 20, 2018 

 

September Meeting 

Lazy Swan Golf Club 

Sept - TBD 

 

October Meeting 

Beekman Golf Course 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 
 

 
 

Member News 
New Member 

Class B 
Matt Corbridge, Blue Hill Golf Course 

 

Member on the move 
George Corgan, now at Finch Services  

 previously at Steven Willand, Inc. 

 

Condolences 
Our sincere condolences to Ted Valentine on the 

passing of his beloved wife Jeanne on March 19th  

 

Cornhole Day!! 

Just for FUN, camaraderie and to pass away a long winters’ day, 
about 30 HVGCSA members and friends showed up at Millbrook 
Golf & Tennis maintenance shed for a friendly Cornhole competi-
tion and some tasty food. By the end of the day a winner was 
crowned (Team: Mike Weber and Millbrooks General Manager, 
Rick Hackenburg.)   
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Silo Ridge—Hole 1 Before 

Silo Ridge—Hole 1 After 

 

SPONSORS 
 

 

Syngenta  

Manufacture of Plant Protection Products  

Daconil Action, Acelepryn, Ference  

Brian Goudey: 518-764-2412 

www.greencastonline.com 

 

Tanto Irrigation 

5. N. Payne Street, Elmsford, NY 10523 

Steve Kubicki: 203-988-6620 

Jeff Gennarelli: 914-419-1024 

 

Valley Green, Inc 

205 Wilson Ave, Norwalk, CT 06854 

Gregory Moran: (C) 845-901-1358 

(O) 203-831-9748 

 

W & B Golf Carts, Inc. 

3391 Route 9, Hudson, NY 12534 

Jason Hommel | Mike Behan 

518-851-2266 

 

Westchester Tractor, Inc. 

60 International Boulevard 

Brewster, NY  10509 

John Apple| Jeff Underhill 

845-278-7766   

www.wtractor.com 

 

Westchester Turf Supply, Inc. 

“Serving the HVGCSA Since 1976” 

Bob Lippman: 914-447-6257  

Dave Lippman: 914-447-5192 

info@westchesterturf.com 

 

Wickes Arborists 

11 McNamara Road 

Spring Valley, NY 10977 

John Wickes: (C) 914-906-3264 

(O) 845-354-3400  john@irawickes.com 

 

Wilfred MacDonald Inc. 

Turf Equipment Specialists 

Bill Luthin  (C) 201-214-5901 

(O) 888-831-0891  (F) 201-931-1730 

billy@wilfredmacdonald.com 

 

Winfield Solutions, LLC 

“Service, Solutions, Insight” 

Mike DiLorenzo, CGCS: 518-428-8625 

mwdilorenzo@landolakes.com 

www.winfieldpro.com 

 

Annual Meeting  

2018 HVGCSA Board: Reese Wasson, Dave Lippman, Tim Walker, CGCS., Ben Babbage, Grover 
Alexander, Dan Wilber & Kevin O’Brien. (Missing from the photo is Chris Kemble & Chris Dyroff) 

Steve Whipple, Christine Kane - Audubon Int’l  & 
Tim Garceau, President of TSTRF 

Grover Alexander presented a 
plaque to outgoing HVGCSA Presi-
dent Dan Wilber 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 TO OUR 25 YEAR PIN RECEIPIENTS 

Scott Apgar 

Donald Anderson, Jr. 

Ray Beaudry 

Michael Caravella 

Chris Strehl 
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Kevin Doyle: The Power of Personal Notes 
To be brief, this is a message about the power of a personal note.  I have written about the influ-

ence of using the phrase “thank you” in the past; this is a little different.  I have always tried to 

incorporate the use of such notes, and encourage others to do so.  The notes you will read below 

are special.  They are real, come from an interesting source, and touch on a very important sub-

ject to those who received them.  Some are very funny, others are very deep in meaning.  All are a 

special way of thanking a golf course superintendent for exposing them to the game of golf, and 

more specifically, the role of a superintendent. 

This year at the Golf Industry Show, several field staff representatives took part in a First Green field trip in con-

junction with a GCSAA seminar.  It was a great opportunity to participate in another field trip, my third, and see 

how others operate their student learning curriculums.  After the on-site portion of the First Green trip, the group 

got to meet back at the convention center and hear from a panel of superintendents who have run trips at their 

facilities recently.   

One of those on the panel was Ryan Kraushofer, general manager of Westminster National Golf Course, Westmin-

ster, Md.  Kraushofer shed light on his course’s success with schools in his county and also noted the benefits he 

received as a turfgrass professional.  Some of those benefits were at the personal level. 

Within days after hosting his First Green field trip consisting of fifth graders, Kraushofer was to marry the love of 

his life.  As a thank you, the students who visited had the ability to send their First Green host “Advice for the New-

lyweds from a Fifth-Grader.”  Kraushofer was kind enough to share some of the personal notes he received from 

the students.  As a reminder, this is marital advice from fifth-graders! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear the Kraushofers,  

 

One of the things I recommend is to not talk about grass all the time your wife will get annoyed. 

 

To Mr. and Mrs. Kraushofer:  

 

Be nice to one another.  I know it can be hard but at least try.  Also, you should never argue either but 

if you do, admit it if you are wrong if you don’t it could end in more arguing.  You should also go do 

sports that’s fun and enjoyable unless you are playing with competitive 5th graders, I should know.  

Golfing sounds good and where have I heard that before. 

 

Dear Ryan,  

 

Don’t always try to defend yourself.  Also, don’t purchase pants without the wife’s consent.  Have a 

good time and always offer to help.  Shower her with pedals after the wedding. 
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GCSAA Resources and Deadlines 

 

Upcoming FREE webcasts: 
Apr. 17 
Hybrid Bermuda Diseases and Control Options presented by PBI Gordon 
Maria Tomaso-Peterson, Ph.D. 

Apr. 18 
Manejo de malas hierbas en céspedes de campos de golf 
Diego Gómez de Barreda Ferraz, Ph.D. 

Apr. 24 
Factors Influencing Growth Rate and Nutrient Requirements  
Bill Kreuser, Ph.D. 

Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Field Staff 

kdoyle@gcsaa.org 

Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE 

EIFG Golf Facility Membership Program 

The Golf Facility Membership Program recognizes a facility’s commitment to advancing environmental stewardship. 

Through donations of $250 or more, participants enable the EIFG to support and fund research, education, advocacy and 
more. 

Participating facilities receive various forms of recognition from the EIFG and GCSAA as well as marketing materials to 

demonstrate their support to their patrons and community. 

Let your facility know 

Promote your support of the EIFG with this letter to facility members. 

2018 Most Valuable Technician Award 

Does your turf equipment technician deserve some much-needed recognition for the vital, behind-the-scenes role they 

play in the success of your golf facility? If so, he or she is eligible for GCM’s Most Valuable Technician (MVT) awards pro-

gram, presented in partnership with Foley United.  Deadline soon, click here to nominate a deserving EM. 

2018 Most Valuable Technician Award:    (Link to more information here) 

GCSAA Legacy Awards 

The GCSAA Legacy Awards competition offers education aid to the children and grandchildren of GCSAA mem-

bers. Awards of $1,500 each are funded by Syngenta and the Environmental Institute for Golf. Deadline of 

April 15th. 

GCSAA Scholars Competition 

These scholarships range from $500 to $6,000. Applicants must be enrolled in a recognized undergraduate pro-

gram in a major field related to turf management, have completed at least 24 credit hours or the equivalent of 

one year of full-time study in the appropriate major, and be a member of GCSAA. Deadline June 1st. 
 

HVGCSA Mission Statement:  
The Hudson Valley Golf Course Superintendents Association exists to inform, educate and serve members within 

the Hudson Valley and surrounding areas. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1663917723563068418
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/252750624557460739
https://gcsaa.interactyx.com/pages/course/portal.aspx?courseid=476
mailto:kdoyle@gcsaa.org
http://www.eifg.org/docs/librariesprovider5/default-document-library/eifg-facility-membership-golfer-message.docx?sfvrsn=2
https://www.gcsaa.org/gcm/mvt-award-nomination-form
https://www.gcsaa.org/education/scholarships

